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Quote of the Month: 
"If you have no conftdence in self, you are twice 
defeated in the race of life. With conftdence, you 
have won even before you have started." 
- Marcus Garvey 
"Someone's opinion of you does not have to become 
your reality." 
- Les Brown 
It's Okay to Play 
Again 
According to the Chicago Sun-Times News Briefs 
(May 2), the Chicago Public Schools will be allowed I 0 
minutes of recess each school day. This was on a proposal 
passed by the Ill inois House of Representatives. This 
guarantee includes kindergarten, elementary and junior 
high school students. 
That's Gotta Hurtt 
According to the AP (April 24)r tl..~ 
~~.won $25.000 in the LG:NationaiTextlng 
Chaiilpiohship In APri. Tile word she ~in. t 5 
~wu"Su~uf!' 
I Thought it was 
just Wax in my Ear 
According to the AP (May 7), a simple ear 
examination was more than 9-year-old Jesse 
Courtney expected. Dr. David Irvine found a small 
spider in each one of Jesse's eardrums. One was 
found dead and one was alive . His mother, Diane 
Courtney said that her son kept hearing "popping" 
in his ears. 
Capt. Thomas David 
Parham Dies 
According to The Chicago Defender (April 27), 
Capt. Parham, the Navy's first Black sailor t_o be 
promoted to the rank of captain, died April 16. He 
was commissioned in 1944, promoted to captain in 
February 1966 and was the second Black chaplain in 
the Navy. 
50 Cent's House is on the Market 
According to the AP (May 4), the home that 50 Cent bought from Mike Tyson 
three years ago is now available. It has been renovated; additions included a 
helicopter pad and stripper poles. No price has been announced. 
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PROGRAM BENEFITS 
Journalism training and media publications 
•Journalism programs are FREE 
•Work will be seen by 50,000 teens in Chicago 
•Eligible for awards and prizes 
College access support 
•Scholarships 
•College entry support referrals 
•Referrals to internships 
Stipends and other benefits 
• Paid for work and travel 
•Service Learning Credit available 
•NE Journalist certification 
Join New Expression staff today! 
Meetings held every week on - Monday at 4 p.m. 
For more information, visit us atwww.newexpression.org or 
contact Phil Costello at 312 922 7150 or philc@youth-comm.org 
Spry high school story 
Autumn Reese 
Spry High School- and their 
class of 2007- have a lot to brag 
about. I 00% of their 32 seniors 
this year are not only graduating, but 
have all been accepted to college as 
well. Those are very impressive 
numbers, especially when compared 
to other high schools in that area 
that have a graduation rate of 56%. 
There is unfortunately a down-side 
to this information, and that is that 
these students don't have the 
means to pay for the ever-rising 
college education that they have 
worked so hard towards. This may 
seem like a common problem for a 
lot of graduating seniors who wish 
to go on to college, but this school 
features a unique twist: a lot of 
these students cannot even apply for 
financial aid due to our countries 
battle with "illegal immigrants:' 
Despite the fact that these children 
have been here since they were 
very young, they have not been 
granted citizenship. Without 
citizenship, you don't have a social 
security number, and without a 
social security number, you cannot 
apply for financial aid. 
Spry is a pre-K through high 
More CPS graduates 
going to college 
Over the past three years, the number of Chicago Public Schools high 
school graduates has been going up on average of two-percent each year, with 
this year's numbers at 4S percent. While this steady climb is promising, it is 
still slightly discouraging that the number is still below the national college-
enrollment rate of 64 percent. In a recent Chicago Sun-Times article, Greg 
Darnieder, the CPS head of post-secondary programs stated "We know there 
are pockets of our kids who have tremendous ability who are not going to 
college:• 
Another interesting facet of information surrounding these numbers is the 
ratio of females to males who are enrolling. The rate of females is over fifty-
percent, with males only at about forty-five percent. 
Despite the lower than national average statistics, the increase in the 
numbers is still a very positive thing for CPS, and for Colleges in the state of 
Illinois. The University of Illinois at Chicago is still the number-one destination 
for CPS grads, but other excellent schools such as Northeastern Illinois 
University, and University of Illinois at Urbana, which itself climbed from 
number four to number three, are catching up with the number of students 
enrolled. Another positive indication of where the college enrollment rate is 
heading is the fact that DePaul moved up from number eleven, to number ten. 
In addition to DePaul enrollment going up, the number of students who are 
entering DePaul with honors, Adv~nced Placement, or International 
Baccalaureate classes has greatly increased as well, according to DePaul's 
assistant vice president for enrollment management, Brian Spittle. 
The main focus this year is that the numbers are in fact going up. If the 
numbers keep climbing every year in the manner that they are, we should find 
CPS at or above the national average in no time. 
school facility, and its students 
attend school year-round, and 
graduate after three years. Every 
day for two hours, the high school 
student's act as tutor's for the 
elementary children, as part of their 
curriculum. In addition to tutoring, 
all of the students must complete 
two college-prep courses as well as 
a year-long internship. 
Recently the Chicago Sun-
Times featured an article about the 
school, and this problem in which 
its graduates are facing. In the 
article, it reported that the only 
benefit offered to these kids is the 
ability to pay in-state tuition, despite 
their not being legal residents by 
government standards. However, 
without the option or ability to 
apply for financial aid, even that 
makes attending college financially 
impossible. According to Lisa 
Mcdonald, a guidance counselor at 
Spry, "since the article came out on 
May 13 th , there have been some 
Sun-Times readers to come forward 
and offer to help financially, but that 
now they are just waiting to see 
how much help exactly these much-
deserving kids are going to get." 
Taking A Photo Course? 
We've got the supplies you need. 
NikonFM10 
The student's choice 
• 35· 70mm !13.5-4.8 Nikoo zoom lens 
• Shutter speed up to 112000 s<.>cond 
• Built·in ISO flash hot shoo 
• Packaged as a complete kn including case. strap and bancries 
Nikon Authorized Oea.ler 11 
DELIVERY 
FOR ORDERS OVER 'SO 
IN THE CHICAGOLAND 
AREA WITH USE OF 
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Teens and Their 
problems 
Robin Acre 
North Lawndale College Preparatory High School 
What are the main causes that force teens to go an extra mile when it comes 
to what other people say and think about a person1 Is it because of the way a 
person walks, talks, looks, acts, or the words that they say1 So many teens are 
struggling with depression because of what someone expects from them. Why do 
teens force themselves to go that extra mile just to fit it or be better than what 
teens refer to as "lame1" There are so many questions that need to be answered 
to help solve the problems that teens face . 
The first thing that needs to be addressed is why so many teens today are 
getting pregnant. This is a question that many of the parents are struggling to find 
the answer to. They cannot understand why they want to have children at such 
young ages. Veola Mitchell says "Many people in my school say that they want to 
have a baby:• This issue has become out of control because according to the Alan 
Guttmacher Institute, close to 2800 teens get pregnant every day. What can 
parents do to try and solve this problem1 Well, there is only one solution: Talk to 
your children. Teens need special attention because they are making bad decisions 
that are cutting off their adolescence, and time they should be spending with their 
friends, and not making mistakes that will affect them for their entire lives. This 
doesn't mean that a person should regret having a child, but this proves that 
parents are not spending enough time with their teens, and are getting angry at 
their children when they get pregnant, when perhaps they made mistakes as well. 
Teens also need their parents to be there for them. This is because 
between the ages of fifteen and seventeen, teenager's hormones are racing and they 
need guidance and· support from their parents so that they will think twice. Kahina 
Holmes said "The reason why teens do what they want to do is because many 
teens are not controlled by their parents. They were not disciplined at a young 
age, and therefore parents cannot control kids today:• Parents need to start having 
talks with their children in order to address the many issues that their child may be 
facing. 
Another reason why many teens are so stressed out and depressed is 
because of peer pressure. That pressure becomes the link to many teens that are 
having issues within themselves. Chrystal McGee said "A lot of teens let stress 
control them and cause them to take it out on the people around them, and also 
on their parents:' j.Smine McGrady also said "Depression is the key to killing a 
teen's self-esteem:· 
There are so many issues that teens 'have to deal with, and every family needs 
to spend quality time together so that they can have a stronger bond and feel 
comfortable around each other. Parents need to show the teens that they care 
and be there for them when they need them. Even through teens are stubborn, 
tell them that you love them. That is what families are about; loving, caring, sharing, 
and living. 
"Englewood violence-
What to do" 
Latrez McDade 
There is so much going on in our neighborhood, and something really needs 
to be done. Don't you get tired of how every time you tum on the news, 
someone from this neighborhood has been killed1 Even worse, a majority of them 
are children as young as eleven years old. Something must be done. I just don't 
think it's fair for a child to have to worry when they go outside, about whether or 
not they are going to make it back into the house. I don't think it's fair for a child· 
or anyone- to worry about a bullet flying through the window of their home. 
I think it would help out a lot in our community if we children· had something 
to keep us occupied. If only we had a YMCA or a game hall, anything positive to 
keep us children away from trouble, instead of near all of the problems on the 
streets. 
It's just not safe anymore. You can't even look out of your windows at 
home. I lost a very close friend, Starkesia Reed, because she was doing just that. 
Be it gang violence or not, it just doesn't make any sense. What are we to do1 
Exploitative Media 
Jasmine Q . Stewart 
North Lawndale College Preparatory High School 
Exploitation of African-American 
women is a very popular issue today. It is a 
form of indirect misogyny. Misogyny is 
defined as the display of hatred and dislike 
shown toward women. Exploitation is most 
commonly found in the Hip-hop industry. 
African-American women are shown no 
respect from many rap artists. Not many 
people know that Hip-hop used to be about 
dejaying. graffiti, break-dancing, etc. Today, 
Hip-hop is about "bling-bling", money, cars, 
fashion, and all of this is optimized in music 
videos. "Hip-hop is dead;' said Nas. I 
personally would not say that it's dead, but 
Hip-hop has lost its true meaning, and will 
never be the same. Hip-hop used to be 
entertaining and fun. 
Whatever happened to artists like Big 
Daddy Kane and Doug E. Fresh1 Now 
artists such as Ludacris, the Ying-Yang-Twins 
and Nelly are producing music that degrades 
African-American women. Do not get me 
wrong, I love all of the artists that I just 
mentioned, but I have lost a lot of respect 
for them. It takes a lot of nerve to combine 
inappropriate and disrespectful words with 
music. All four artists have shown how 
talented and creative they are, but they need 
to use their talent by and creativity to 
produce less negative music, and more 
positive. The misogynistic music that they 
produce will only worsen the current 
situation. 
Believe it or not, some media has the 
United States brainwashed. We are feeding 
into all of the negative messages that they 
are relaying to the public. One main issue 
on how African-American women are 
exploited in the Hip-hop industry is how 
women are degrading themselves by 
appearing in the afore mentioned artists 
music videos, in very little clothing. 
"Hip-hop culture is frequently 
condemned for its misogynistic exploitation 
of women, but this misogyny has its roots in 
the culture in which we live," said Ayanna, an 
African-American woman. Ayanna is part of 
a project named "My Sistahs," which is 
designed for African-American women. 
Misogyny has been going on for 
centuries and it is only getting worse as time 
goes on. It took place during the time of 
slavery, and has caused men to believe that 
is okay to treat women as sexual objects, 
rather than as people. The African-
American women were forced to have sex 
with their "masters." The "masters," even 
rewarded African-American male slaves by 
allowing them to have sex with the African-
American women that were their slaves. 
"Not only are their bodies in bondage, 
but they are also stripped of their cultural, 
religious, and personal identities;· said 
Samuel Cotton who wrote an article about 
how African-American women slaves were 
mistreated. There is no wonder why men 
are so misogynistic towards African-
American women now. They feel that if 
misogyny took place during the slavery era 
for so long, then it must be okay to do it 
now. To be honest, it's not. Women don't 
deserve to be disrespected. The media and 
men are not the only ones allowing this to 
continue, as women are supporting the 
negative images that the media is displaying. 
"Once the "beat drops;• many 
listeners snap their fingers or twist their 
bodies from side to side," said Anamelechi. 
Anamelechi wrote an article about students 
critiquing Hip-hop music, and is also a part of 
"Black College Wire :· The African-
American women are supporting the 
misogyny by buying, listening to, and dancing 
to the music at clubs. The men are noticing 
this, and feel that if the women are not 
opposing the trend, then it must be okay. 
The media allows the music to continue to 
be made because it sells. If fact, statistics 
show that the United States spends over 
ten-billion dollars a year on pornography. 
Sex is heard in the music that we listen to, 
and seen in the videos that we watch. If 
women want to see changes, then the need 
to stop supporting the music. Which 
means: stop dancing in the videos, and stop 
dressing risque when modeling for 
advertisement. If that were to happen, then 
the media will lose out on money, and won't 
have a choice but to change the way in 
which they are exploiting women. 
There are women who actually try to 
change this phenomenon. The Spelman girls 
took a stand in an attempt to try to make a 
difference. In addition, Dove has created a 
campaign titled "The campaign for Real 
Beauty;' whose objective is to boost the self-
esteem of women of all races. So far the 
campaign has been a success, and women all 
over the country have higher self-esteem. 
The only thing left to do is to convince the 
remaining African-American women who are 
supporting this degrading media to take a 
stand and do the right. thing, for the sake of 
all women. Women of all colors are 
phenomenal and beautiful. They should be 
praised, not degraded. 
One of the most popular issues that 
the Spellman girls addressed was Nelly's 
song "Tip Drill." A Tip Drill is an 
unattractive woman with large buttocks. 
Nelly was supposed to help the Spellman 
girls raise money for blood stem-cells, but 
because of the fact that they were offended 
by his song "Tip Drill," which degrades 
African-American women, the girls decided 
to cancel the campaign. On a positive note, 
the Spellman girls and the Dove Campaign 
activism shows women that they can take a 
stand against exploitation and fight for what 
they believe in, and thus, possibly make a 
difference. 
Mikva Challenge Civics Fair 
Mayadet Patitucci 
On Saturday, April 28 th, over 200 
Chicago High School Students gathered 
and showcased their yearlong activism 
work at the Mikva Challenge Civics Fai r . 
The Civics fair, which has been running fo r 
five years, had its largest outcome this year 
with excitement from students and judges 
for the amazing school projects that ran 
the spectrum of issues. From school 
closings and youth jobs to HIV testing in 
schools. As Brian Brady, the Executive 
Director of the Mikva Challenge 
Foundation " put it, "The power these 
students have speaks for itself:' 
The students in the" Mikva Challenge 
Issues to Action" program are taught how 
to take their issues and turn them into civic 
action projects, eventually taking action to 
make change on their issues. This year 
one of the undeniable issues that many 
schools were presenting on was school 
violence. Lindblom High School created a 
youth coalition with students from other 
high schools from .Englewood to try to 
create a dialogue about the tensions and 
violence occurring in and between both 
schools. Curie High School is dissecting the 
effiency of their security in the school 
while Roberto Clemente High School is 
beginning a peer-mentoring program. 
I spoke with Justin Merrick, a 17 year 
old from Clemente, who has been working 
with other students to form this peer-
mentoring program called "Big Brother and 
Big Sisters for Peace:· This program will 
help students be comfortable within 
different races and cultures. They aim to 
change the public outlook students have of 
their school and make it be a place· 
students are proud to come from. "We 
want it to have a sense of unity and family 
away from home," says Justin. When I 
asked him what were some of the personal 
benefits from being so involved in his 
school as a student he stated, "The Issues 
to Action''program gives me motivation in 
my high si:hool career and it puts me 
around others who have the same passion 
as me." 
After students share their projects to 
judges, students get to network with other 
student activists and an award ceremony is 
given to several schools. However it is 
near impossible to actually pick a "best" 
among a gathering of students who all 
displayed the most dedication and 
excitement towards making a change in 
their lives and the lives of others. Brad 
Johnson, a 17 year o ld from Aust in High 
School , has been working with other 
students towards keeping their school open 
for the past three years. Even though 
their graduat ing class will be the last to 
cross the stage for Austin, they leave with 
the unforgettable mark of their endeavors. 
'The amazing thing about this 
program is that it shows students, teachers, 
parents and principals that young people 
have the desire and ability to make 
concrete changes in' their schools and 
communities" says Brenan Smith, the 
Director of Issues to Action, "It's exciting 
to see how passionate the students are 
about making a change." 
Brian Brady insists, "Change will not 
happen without the role of youth leaders:' 
At the end of the day this was definitely 
made a fact. Of the many schools that 
were honored, Bowen Environmental 
Studies Team High School was awarded 
with the "longest change" project with HIV 
Awareness. The students worked with 
the South Side Help Center to hold HIV 
testing in their school and raised 
awareness around HIV prevention. But the 
work made by every student had left an 
imprint on everyone who listened. The 
power these young leaders have is 
unlimited and unforeseeable. 
"Success is our career, failure is our 
fear;· remarked Justin Merrick, "that pretty 
much sums up our vision and our goals: ' 
The Mikva Challenge was created to 
honor former federal appellate court Judge, 
congressman, and White House Counsel, 
Abner Mikva and his wife, Zoe, a former 
teacher and lifelong activist. The 
organization's mission is to develop the 
next generation of civic leaders by actively 
engaging youth in the democratic process. 
Projects Include 
North Lawndale and Kennedy: Peace in Schools 
Students worked across schools to establish a culture of 
peace in their schools 
Roberto Clements High School: School Violence 
Starting a peer mentoring program 
Kenwood Academy: Low School Achievement for African-
American Males; Stereotypes of African-American Women 
Students held conferences regarding both men's and 
women's issues 
Whitney Young Magnet High School: 
Homelessness 
Passed petitions with Chicago Coalition for the 
Homeless and held a blanket drive for a shelter 
Hll!h School for Social justice: School Funding 
Stuaents recruited other to travel to Springfield for the 
school-funding rally on May 2 nd 
Prosser Career Academy: Student Voice and School 
Maintenance 
Student Voice Advisory Board served as a liaison between 
students and the principal on key issues. Students worked 
on school maintenance and repainted the main restrooms. 
Bowen Environmental Studies Team high 
School: HIV Awareness 
Students worked with the South Side Help Center to 
hold HIV testing in the school and raise awareness. 
Farragut Career Academy: Youth Employment 
Students worked on creating a job placement program 
operating within the school. 
King College Prep: Curriculum 
Students worl<ed with administrators to expand their 
curriculum. 
Sullivan House Alternative High School: Sexual 
Harassment; Police Harassment 
Students held awareness campaigns on both sexual and 
police harassment 
Lindblom: Violence in Englewood 
Students created a routh coalition with students from 
other Englewood schools to diffuse tensions and violence 
between the schools. 
Brooks: Divisiveness and Cliques in Schools 
Students held a series of Mix-it-up days during lunch 
periods to stimulate tolerance amongst different student 
groups. 
EXCEL: School Violence 
Students are working to set up group counseling sessions 
to tackle school violence. 
Other Schools and Issues Includes: 
The Day School: Student Behavior and Discipline 
Curie: Traffic Safety around School; Scholarship and 
Financial Aid; Immigration; Sexual Health 
Taft: Women's issues; Global Warming 
Austin: RENAISSANCE 2010 and School Closings 
Phillips: Curriculum 
New Millennium School of Health: Campus 
Violence and Bowen (small schools) 
AI Raby: Student Health; Homelessness 
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Now That I've Completed 
High School 
By Sharonda Underwood · 
I bet you can't believe that you are ~natty done? 
At least you think you are because as far as school goes you've completed more 
than one 
You've completed twelve years with four plus to go 
Did you think about that well I'm sure you know? 
While impatiendy waiting for graduation, I'm ·gtad you've made it 
I hope that you're praying about the next step, because soon after that then you·can 
say "I've made it' 
You've gone through the challenges of haters and lust 
College and life after is much bigger, your best friend you might not be able to trust 
Teachers become professors and get on your nerve 
You're grades nuauate, and you don't get what you think you deserve 
However, digression is not the key 
But progression, which shows maturity 
Often you may see signs that read "Success is the Key" 
And for success you must have God, for he is your real "G" 
He'll stay by your side and when times get hard 
He's always wl)ere you reside 
He's always listening even when your parent won't 
But don't let that keep you dow~. for His love is a/w~ys around 
_A scripture that I live by is I Cor. 13:8 which says "Love never fails. But 
whether there are prophecies, they will fail ; whether there are tongues, they 
will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away:' 
But I always say stay positive, have hope, and pray even if you don't really 
believe, because it's only one who knows what you're going th rough besides 
God and that's you. So be happy and remember that you're just beginning. 
Warning seniors!!! 
By Heaven Holloway & By A lisha Lang 
From: North Lawndale News. 
Some seniors are not taking the time to think that now is not, "the time 
to play". 
It is getting close to graduation. The year started off with 184 seniors and 
now there are only 154 left. Half of the senior class attends night and Saturday 
classes to try to make up credits. Then there are some students that don't even 
care about their futures . 
They're wondering what they're going to do after high school. They're 
wondering what kind of jobs they can apply for. Some don't want to work at 
McDonalds or other fast-food establishments. Our advisor, Ms. Perkins, sent a 
letter letting seniors know where they stand for graduation requirements and 
telling us what standard she set for us, so that we can graduate on time. 
Everyone seems to just be trying to have fun . They need to about think 
what is important. Do you want to spend one more year here at Robeson? Do 
you· want to plan for a higher education? Or just work to better your life that 
you have ahead of you? 
I know that everyone is stressed about some things. The seniors are 
excited about the upcoming events that will come up for them in May and June 
(e.g. Prom, Luncheon, and graduation ceremonies). You have to have all twenty 
four of your credits in order to graduate on time, pay all your fees, fill out 
college applications, apply for Federal Student Aid, wait for acceptance letters, 
and take the ACT tests over if you going to get in better colleges and qualify for 
more scholarships. 
You have to figure out what are you going to do after graduation, and 
what you want to do with your life. Do you want to leave with a good feeling? 
Let everyone remember that seniors are a good people. They are an intelligent 
group of students. 
Finding Money For 
College ·starts Now! 
Cynthia Collins 
Our Lady ofTepeyac H.S 
j c 
Everyone knows money for college is important and there are'ways of 
applying for it. Going to college is·a great deal for some and finding a way is 
starting now for them. Children and their families are applying early on finding 
scholarship money to attend the college of their choice. 
For example, Robin Acre knows the importance of college and the cost, 
but she is not letting that stop her. Robin is a junior who attends North 
Lawndale College Prep. Her top choices of college are the University of Illinois 
at Champaign-Urbana and Calvin College located in the state of Michigan. Her 
reasons of looking for colleges now is to try to receive as much money as 
possible to attend a college, without having to take out loans and having to 
spend the rest of her life paying it all back. She says, "when she attends her 
college, she wants to double major in creative journalism, with a back up in 
performing arts or psychology." 
Seeing Robin focus on her essays that she must return to be 
eligible for scholarships is an inspirations to her peers that are looking for 
scholarships, and not let the cost of college stand in their way. 
The Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Chicago 
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By: Lurlene D. Brow n 
Street Partners LLC., and Robert Howard, Boys & Girls Clubs of Chicago. President & 
CEO. 
Chicago , May I 0, 2007 -
On Wednesday, May 9, 2007 Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Chicago 
(BGCC) held it's Be a Hero to a 
Hero Breakfast at the University 
Club of Chicago. The Be a Hero 
to a Hero Breakfast is a 
fundraising and awareness event 
designed to celebrate the 
courageous choice of our city's 
youth to participate in Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Chicago. 
Contributions to the Breakfast 
benefit the members of Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Chicago. 
Performing one of her 
duties as 2007 Youth of the Year, 
Englewood Club member Marshe 
Collins emceed the event. 
Keynote speaker Gary Fencik , 
former Chicago Bears ('76-'87) 
free safety and two-time Pro 
Bowler, shared the positive 
impact heroes have had on both 
his personal and professional life. 
Mr. Fencik currently serves as 
Partner and Head of Business 
Development for Adams Street 
Partners LLC. A "member 
perspective" speech by one of 
our club members, and closing 
remarks were delivered by 
Chicago's own Micah Materre 
Anchor/Reporter for WGN 
News at Noon. 
Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Chicago (BGCC), an affiliate of 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
strives to inspire all young 
people, especially those who 
need us the most to realize their 
full potential as responsible and 
caring citizens. Today, Boys & 
Girls Clubs of Chicago provides 
services through 3 I locations (8 
facility based Club sites; 20 
school based sites; and 3 child 
care only locations) with a staff 
of just over 350 professionals. 
Clubs are packed every day with 
an average daily attendance of 
3,200 children at any given time. 
Membership is $20 for one year. 
For information on how to 
support the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Chicago please visit 
www.bgcc.org or call 
312-235-8000 
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By: Bonita Holmes 
Prosser Career Academy 
n June I st and June 2 nd , Global Mixx will be holding 
auditions in search of singers, dancers, Rappers, and spoken 
word artists. They are in search of 6 finalists that will 
perform during the Global Mixx nationally recognized"DJ 
Retreat" as the opening acts for an artist yet to be · 
announced. Top industry executives will judge the auditions. 
This is a great opportunity for undiscovered local talent to 
be put on the map, especially for youth who want to take 
the entertainment business by storm. This is also ·the first 
year that Global Mixx will be featuring aspiring directors, 
filmmakers, or those interested in media production. The 
Global Mixx features over 20 events packed into 4 exciting 
days. This year the retreat will take place from July 19th-23 
in Chicago at the Hotel Sax located 333 N. Dearborn 
(Formerly House of Blues Hotel) Hotel. Rooms will be a 
special price under the Global Mixx special rate. $209 for 
- superior/double suite, $279 per night for JR. suite, and $3:2.9 
per night for one bedroom suite. 
. T~: Global Mixx is an exciting opportunity for lo~al, , .,, 
.· artists/Df~ ''to have ari opportunity to meet and network. : 
_,.'with top ini:fust~y executives, and artists. This 'year tile .... 
Global Mixx will be providing the lowest student badge rate 
in its history: only $150.00 . Badges must be purchased 
ahead of time, and they grant access to all of the exclusive 
events. 
asi: years' attendees included marketing and publicity 
ex!!GUtives from Atlantic Records, Def Jam, Bad Boy, 
lnterscope, Jive, GOODMUSIC, ozone Magazine, J Records, 
and many more. The first day will begin with Check "in at 
Columbia College located 600 South Michigan Avenue, 
Telephone: 312.344.7458 from I Oam-7pm; from l-3pm there 
will be an actors workshop; from 3: 15- 4:00, there will be a 
panel discussion; from 6-Spm movie one will be shown and 
from Spm-1 0 movie two will be shown. and finally, I Opm- 2 
am the Global Mixx Kickoff party will be in effect. Each and 
every day of the retreat will feature something different 
such as record _label· listening parties (Saturday July 21 ), and 
DJ mix shows. You won't want to miss an opportunity like 
this to mingle, have fun, showcase your talent, to TOP 
industry execs, and possibly become discovered. For more 
information please visit www. GlobaiMixx.com. 
ARE YOU A SINGER, DANCER, HIP HOP LYRICIST, 
SPOKEN WORD ARTIST? 
IF YOU ARE ASPIRING TO BE SEEN AND HEARD 
BY THE MUSIC INDUSTRY'S FINEST...THIS IS YOUR 
OPPORTUNITY TO AUDITION FOR 
THE WINDY MIXX TALENT SEARCH 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY: 
THE WINDY CITY WORD, STEADY STYUN' BARBER-SHOP 
AND GLOBAL MlXX '07 
ALL AGES ARE WELCOMED 
MUST HAVE MUSIC PREPARED ON A CD FORMAT 
FOR MUSIC AUDITIONS. 
3-,5 MINUTES PERFORMANCE ONLY 
DANCE ROUTINES MUST HAVE A 3-,5 MINUTE ROUTINE PREPARED 
THERE WIU BE NO DROP-OFF OF DEMOS OR TAP~D AUDITIONS. 
..,AU AlJbTIQNS MUST BE PEFORMED LIVE ON THE 
FOLLOWING AUDITION DATES AND TIMES: 
The Windy City Word 
5090 West Harrison Street 
(1 Block East of Laramie St.) 
FIRST ROUND OF AUDITIONS 
JUNE 1 ST I 2007 3PM-7PM . 
JUNE 2 NO I 2007 11 AM-4PM 
THE WINDY MIXX MUSIC SHOWCASE & BBQ 
JUDGES WILL INCLUDE INDUSTRY EXECUTIVES FROM 
· J RECOROS, SONY BMG, GEFFEN, DEF JAM MUSIC, RAP-A-LOT 
RECORDS, ASYLUM, THE HEAVYHITTERS, VIOLATOR ALL STAR DJS 
AND. THE SOUL SELECTORS AMONG MANY SURPRISE CELEBRITY 
GUESTS. 
For more information: 
312.235.6628 or info@globalmixx.com 
www.globalmixx.com 
www.myspa~.com/globalmixx2007 
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Teen Violence 
By Nicholas Jordan 
Curie Metropolitan High School 
reac::h of your children and their 
friends. 
Violence is a learned 
behavior. Children lean violence 
behaviors from their family and 
peers, as well as observe it in their 
neighborhoods and in the 
community at-large. These 
behaviors are reinforced by what 
youth see on television, on the 
Internet, in videos games, movies 
and music videos and what they 
hear in music. When children are 
disciplined with severe corporal 
punishment or verbal abuse, 
sexually abused or witness such 
behavior in their home, it's not 
surprising that they behave 
violently toward others. 
Research studies 
have shown that violent behavior 
can be decreased or even 
prevented if these risk factors are 
significantly reduced or eliminated. 
Most importantly, efforts should 
be directed at dramatically 
decreasing the exposure of 
children and adolescents to 
violence in the home, community 
and through the media. As an 
individual is exposed to more risk 
factors, the probability that show 
or he will engage in violent 
behavior increases. Clearly, 
violence leads to violence's a 
precaution, make sure that your 
child does not have access to 
firearms and to remove other 
dangerous materials/objects from 
your home. If there is a gun in your 
home, it must be kept out of 
The gun must also be kept 
safe from family members who are 
depressed, abusive to others, 
abusing drugs (including alcohol) or 
have Alzheimer's disease. If there is 
a gun in you r home, keep it 
unloaded and locked away and 
separate from the bullets, with the 
key only available to responsible 
adults. Teenagers often act without 
thinking first-when they get angry 
or depressed, they are more likely 
to kill themselves or harm 
themselves or others-if they can 
easily get a gun. It's best not to 
have a gun in your home at all. 
If you have a gun in your 
home, you are 5 times more likely 
to have suicide in your house than 
homes without a gun. An unlocked 
gun could be the death of your 
family. If you are concerne j about 
your child possibly committing a 
violent act, you need to arrange for 
him/her to be seen by a qualified 
mental health professional. Look 
for a child/family mental health 
professional who is experienced in 
working with adolescents and 
their families. The goals of 
treatment typically focus on helping 
the teen stay out of violence that 
is going on in their community. 
The Hero Columbus 
Really Is! 
By: T o neika Gresham 
North Lawndale College Prep 
Christopher Columbus should be known as a 
hero? Yes, Christopher Columbus did many 
great things and achieved many great things, 
however he also did bad things too. People 
shouldn't be held back from their achievements 
just because they messed up. It takes a mistake · 
to make someone become a better person. 
Columbus is a hero because he introduced to 
world to America. Both European and Native-
Americans benefited from his arrival and for 
being brave in following through on the King 
and Queen of Spain's orders. 
Columbus did many great things, such 
as introducing domestic animals from 
America to Europe and exchanging 
European foods to Native-Americans and 
vice versa. This system was called the 
"Columbian Exchange". During this 
exchange, many foods were exchanged such 
as wheat, corn, spices, plants, fruits, slaves 
and other items. The food items were sold 
for colonization; that means that they were 
sold for more than what they were worth. 
He never meant to hurt those people; 
he was just trying to get them to respect 
and obey him in order for them to form a 
new world with a new knowledge. The 
world should welcome America and thank 
Columbus.America or Columbus didn't 
bring things to hurt the people; Columbus 
was blamed because he was witnessing 
their deaths. 
There was no way to get treatments 
or medicine to stop the madness affecting 
the Tianos people. 
Although the population died, it was 
not Columbus' fault. Eventually, they were 
going to die, because of all the different 
diseases that were brought from all over 
the world (foods, slaves, etc.) that weakened 
their immunity systems. The Tianos people 
had no cure for the diseases and they didn't 
know how to fight against them. 
There were many reasons the Tianos 
people died; from slavery, from physical and 
emotional abuse as well as other factors . 
These people lived a pleasant life with 
Columbus, when other groups took over; 
they lived a nightmare that no one could 
awake from. 
Columbus put his life at risk by 
following orders sent by the King & Queen 
of Spain. He helped the Tianos people figure 
out who they were without harming them. 
Like any other explorer, he thought the land 
that he claimed was his by order of the 
King. Like any other person, he tried to 
make it perfect and make money by all 
necessary. 
In closing, Christopher Columbus 
should be a hero. Many people did less 
good things and are still recognized as 
heroes-her should be known as a hero. 
Columbus should be recognized for the 
good he brought to the New World and 
for being brave in following through the 
demands from the King & Queen of Spain. 
Same-Sex Marriages 
By: Quentin Foster 
Perspective Charter School 
How do you guys feel about same-sex 
marriages? I think same-sex marriages are unethical. I 
think it's wrong because because being "gay" is a 
choice, it's setting a bad example to your children and 
it's against many peoples' religion. 
I thins being gay is a choice because people are 
not born gay. People are making a choice in their life. 
It's against the law now to have same-sex marriages in 
the United States, so when same-sex couples make 
the choice to get married, they're breaking the law. 
Same-sex marriages set a bad example for 
children. People might think that other types of 
marriages (e.g. marrying at a younger age or married 
siblings) are okay too. It might confuse a child if they 
had two mothers or fathers . I think it's confusing 
because the kids might hear that men and women 
should be together, but that's not what the kids see at 
home. 
As a Christian, God created two people, a man 
and woman, to be together. The Christian point of 
marriage is to have a family, but if you're in a same-
sex marriage, you can't make babies. But they can still 
adopt children. 
Some people who are for same-sex 
marriages say it's okay because it's their choice-they 
want to be themselves. I think same-sex marriages 
are wrong for people because it's a sin. This is why 
same-sex marriages are unethical. 
June Essay Questions 
I st Place Winner 
Russella Bernice Hudson Manley Career Academy/Grade 12 
How safe do you feel 
at School? 
Breaking News: Gunman opens fire in donn shoots two people. They 
both die. The time is 7; IS am. No serious action needed or taken. No reason 
to be afraid. Classes begin at 8:00 am as usual. 
Breaking News; Gunman chains and bolts doors of building housing 
classrooms. Goes from class to class with guns blazing. loading and reloading. 
Killing many swdents, injuring seven! others, some teachers and them himself. 
The time is between 9:55 am and II ;00 am. The police are alerted. Campus is 
on lock-down and students are warned to seek refuge. There is fear. 
Breaking News: The motive is a mystery in the campus killings. 
8reaking News: Gunman leaves message of anger and l"eYeflgt! for the 
world. But. it's d~overed two days after the deadly attack. 
Breaking News: Officials of colleges and schools across the nation must 
admit that we are not prepared to prevent this kind of tragedy. It could 
happen anywhere. at anytime. 
not at stake. What can we do to ensure it and leel in our homes. school and 
communities! We can't monitor everyone; no can we place metal detectors 
everywhere. The police can't guarantee our safety all of the time, neither can 
gun control laws that doesn't solw the . all of the problems of safety. If 
someone decides to set fire or bomb something. we can't stop it. In order to 
feel safe, we have to pay attention to this gunman's message, because it's the · 
same as all of the others who have gone to school with a plan to destroy 
their classmates. We must WO<i< hard in our personal lives if we are going to 
every enjoy the peace and quiet that we want. 
The little that we do know comes down to this: we must all make a 
personal effort to treat one another with brotherly kindness. if -we are to 
ensure the safety for all of US<OIIectNely and individually. Therefore, doing 
good and being the best person I know how to be goes a long way in helping 
me to feel safe. When I do right, by others, things go well for me. Helping 
others, listening to them when they are down and out, offering advice, 
compliments or eflCouragernent are ways to keel evil ideals and thoughts from 
taking root in the mind. Especially of others who may not be popular or those 
who may feel like 'outcasts or misfits' . 
I love my life, school and people. There are many good days and I pray 
for all of us. that bad things may not happen to anyone. But, this Is the world 
and things go bad sometimes. I don't worry about it, because God lives and he 
can always work something good out of the bad. · 
In studying the bible with my family, there is a question that I notices: 
"And. who can harm you, if you do that which is good!' Also, there is this 
statement: ' do not do evil for evil; but, overcome evil with good!" I WO<i< hard 
to do well and treat everyone with love and kindness. Therefore. I don't worry 
about guns and things of that nature, because I believe God wiR protect me. 
This makes me feel safe. My motto is: "let fear. go, and let God take care of it-
take control! 
Winners 
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Teens and Their Emotions 
Tevela Bass 
Robeson High School 
Your teenage years will be the 
hardest years of your life, and also the time 
where you will change the most. There will 
be arguments with your mother- maybe 
your father won't buy you a car. On top 
of that, your relationship is failing, and 
school is beginning to really take a toll on 
you. All _of these feelings are sometimes 
locked inside, until, you explode! 
Oftentimes, if those feelings aren't locked 
up, the teen may have a temper, without a 
care as to how they express it. 
Mom just told you that there's no 
way she's letting you out of the house 
until you clean your room. What starts out 
as mild annoyance, as now you are going 
to be late for Lindsey's party, turns into 
red-hot anger as you pick up the 
magazines and dishes ~rom your floor. 
How dare she? You are not a child! 
Before you know it, you have kicked a big 
dent in your closet door, broken a dish, 
and yelled at your sister! Now you are 
grounded for the entire weekend, plus you 
feel terrible about the way that you acted. 
~so why did you fly off the handle so 
quickly? Part of it may be the changes 
that your body is going through. All of 
those hormones that you hear so much 
about can in fact cause mood swings and 
confused emotions. Another part of it 
could definitely be stress. People who are 
under a lot of pressure tend to be more 
easily angered. Another part may also be 
your personality. You may be someone 
who has more intense emotions, or acts 
impulsively or loses control more easily. 
Your role-models could play a part as well. 
Principal for a day: 
Dudley Brown, Jr. 
Mr. Dudley Brown, Jr., CEO of Jackson securities cam to visit Paul Robeson 
High School for "Principal for a Day", for his seventh year. Brown says he was 
overjoyed to come back and be with Principal Breashears and his "mighty Raiders!" 
"It really reminds me of where I am from; · Brown said. "I grew up in an 
area similar to Englewood." Brown is the oldest of seven children. His father 
died when he was only seven, and his mother never remarried. His mother 
worked to put him and his siblings through school. Brown attended Macomber 
High School, where he was a point guard on their basketball team and averaged 
fifteen points per game. 
Brown always did well in school, with a 3.0 GPA. By the end of high school, 
Brown was offered both an academic and an athletic scholarship. 
"I had a choice, and I knew I was done growing at six feet. I had been six 
feet since my freshman year of high school, so I chose academic over athletic:· 
Brown went of to Dennis University. He earned three degrees, one being a 
Bachelors degree in Business, and another being a Masters degree in Finance. He 
accredits his success to his mother, his coaches, and his teachers. 
Brown mentioned that he was very blessed to be able to contribute to 
Robeson financially, but that giving of his time is much more important. 
"It's really about being here with the kids, interacting with the kids, you know? 
So, a person saying 'I gave $2000 to the school; is much less interesting than a 
person who spends time in the environment in which they gave." 
Brown's company helps teens get summer jobs, money for school, and other 
things that they might need. With all of the decisions he has made, and the 
opportunities he has had, Brown assured us, 
"I have absolutely no regrets." 
If you have seen family members "blow a 
fuse" easily, you could act out in that vray 
too. 
Please, don't misunderstand! Anger 
is a very normal emotion, and there is 
nothing wrong with feeling mad. What 
counts is how you handle it when you are 
feeling this emotion. According to the 
American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry in Washington, 
suicide is the number three cause of death 
of adolescents between the ages of fifteen 
to twenty-four, with car accidents and 
homicides in the number one and two 
spots respectively. Practice self-
awareness and self-control as often as 
possible. If you are ever feeling like you 
just can't go on, try the Five-Step 
Approach to Managing Anger: 1.) Tune in to 
your feelings (as is self-awareness); 2.) 
Stop and think (as in self-contrql); 3.) 
Consider your options (think it through); 
4.) Make a decision (pick one of your 
options); 5.) Check your progress. 
This doesn:t-work ·for everyon~. so 
there are other measures that you can 
take. Exercising, listening to muslcl, writing 
down your thoughts and emotiorl:', 
drawing, medit,;iting, or deep breathing are 
all good alternatives. More importantly, 
try to talk about your feelings with 
someone that you trust. These ideas can 
be helpful for two reasons: They help you 
cool down when you feel like your anger is 
getting the best of you, and they help you 
manage anger in general. It is perfectly 
fine to feel emotions, it's not fine however 
if you do not know how to control them. 
Peer Pressure? 
Kim Berry 
may be going on with school, friends, and even problems that they may have 
had when they were little. Low self-esteem sometimes stems from things that 
may have happened when they were young such as sexual abuse, things that 
they may have seen or heard, or it could even be because of jealousy. In some 
cases, people within a family tell small children inappropriate ·things, or talk to 
them in an inappropriate way, because that is the way that they were brought 
up. The best way to handle low self-esteem is to talk to someone about it, to 
tell someone how you are feeling. The longer that you keep these negative 
feel ing in, the more they will tend to stress you out. 
If you don't feel good about yourself because of jealousy, then that is an 
internal problem, you feel the way you feel for a reason. The people in which 
you are jealous of have issues with themselves as well. You need to deal with 
what you feel about yourself. 
If you don't feel positively about yourself because of school, then you 
need to try to remember this: school is a place of learning. you are th~re to try 
your hardest and achieve the best grades that you can. You are in school to 
make something of yourself, not to show off the best white tops, or jeans. Go 
to school and take in as much knowledge that you can, and then move forward 
with your life. 
Don't ever forget that you have to look in the mirror every morning and 
see your own face . Remember that you are radiant, and that once you start 
to love the person that you see looking back at you, then everyone else will 
too. 
The . Peifea Angel 
By: Ivan Zavala 9th grade 
Kelly High School 
A depicted mythological goddess formed real 
Whose beauty even captivates the death and blinded. 
Whose existence seals 
£very gasp of air I toke, so I'm · forced to remain mentally 
con~ned. 
The ideo/ of perfection implanted 
The dreamy illusion encaging me 
Society's perfect angel socially branded 
As I release the perfection and look (or my heart's 
1beauty. 
• 
By: Sahar Salameh I Oth grade 
Notre Dame School for Girls 
I feel like a blind man 
I can feel but I can't see 
And sometimes I can smell 
Something hovering over me 
For now I just use my cane 
To protect me from the world 
For now it does not matter 
• If the truth will every be told 
I feel so crippled inside 
My flesh has gone to waste 
I've grown into a lost cause 
There is no longer a purpose to chase 
It slipped out of my sweaty palms 
I don't understand, my skin has become so dry 
f.ias sucked all of thete'nder ihouglit$ from-my-mind 
·, 
Eyes of an Innocent 
By: Matthew Yung 9th grade . 
Kelly High School 
A smile grazes your (oce, 
£verso dear, 
Dressed up in white lace, 
Holding he Casablanca so near. 
To compare thee 
Is like to compare your soul 
To the beautiful majestic sea 
And the whiteness of snow. 
Oh, Fair Maiden, alas, I cannot decide 
What suits you more? 
The sun, the moon or the sky? 
Your child-like features are what many long for. 
For I doth speak much, but I need to mention to thou, 
You are the image of the beauty and perfection. 
' I 
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£Yerywte wus so quiet 
Praying to stop the riot 
There wasn't ony hQte 
And this is where lies the debate 
Why did we heM to find a MJy. 
To lose so many lives in one day? 
Welcome 
URBAN BOOK EXPO DEBUTS IN CHICAGO 
CHICAGO, IL March 2007- The Urban Book Expo (U.B.E.) will debut on August 17, 2007 
at the Illinois Institute of Technology's (liT) Herman Hall located at 3241 S. Dearborn. 
This exciting weekend event will feature dozens of aspiring authors in a venue to 
expose their works of self-help, children's stories, urban fiction, mystery, science fiction, 
biographies and poetry. 
In addition to the writers, the U.B.E. will provide helpful seminars for would-be writers 
and entertainment for expo attendees. On August 17th, the U.B.E. will put on a 
seminar on self-publishing complete with publishing and printing resources. The U.B.E. 
will put a seminar on writing for the media with invited local media representatives as 
panelists. On each day attendees will be treated to performances by the hottest 
poets and spoken word artists the city has to offer. 
The U.B.E seeks to pr9duce this event with a two-fold goal of 
A. giving the unknown artist a place to showcase their talents and 
B. giving the youth and. minority population something to inspire, enrich and 
empower their thoughts and imaginations. 
WIN A PUBLISHING CONTRACT 
movieReview 11 
movieReview: Spiderrnan 
By Kyle N elson , 
Pers'pectives-Calumet Charter c 0 
"' 
"' Spiderman 3 is the newest movie in the Spiderman series, 
Played by Toby Maguire, this time he turns to the dark side, He 
has a new costume, life, look and attitude. Also, he has a new set 
of villains: the New Green Goblin, the Sandman and Venom, 
The entire budget for this movie was estimated around ~ 
$300 million. Even though this production is expensive, it doesn't ~ 
UJ 
Some people might connect this movie to another movie: 
Star Wars-Revenge of the Sith, because both main characters 
(Anakin Skywalker/Darth Vader and Peter Parker/Spiderman) 
turn to the "dark side", 
really look like a huge special effect, 
Since critics rate Spiderman 3 2.5 stars out of 4, and it's 
doing okay with the general public, I give it 3 full stars out of 4, 
It's definitely better than Spiderman 2, but not as good as I 
expected. So, what do you think? 
*** 
MIRROR, MIRROR 
A Reflection of Times 
If you have something to say, and it's in verse, we 
can use it. Send your poems, verses, etc. to us and 
see it in print. It doesn't cost anything, but others 
can see and hear how well you can express yourself. 
We love to hear your prose, rhymes, rap and 
ramblings. 
Our next issue ot New ExJ:>fe!iSiOM dl 
September 2007, so we would 
sent to our offices during the .~ ..... il!i~:~.~~~"·"' 
3: 
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Mlllil•ll High achool ttudenta wanting to IHm joumallam akllla and write about community nawa. 
lilljjlllt'uno 25th to Auguat 3rd 
MHt journallata and v111t nowa rooma. Have your artlciH publlthod and rtad 
by 50,000 other Chicago tHna. 
IIIIMilillill Downtown college campua, aooeaalblo by CTA bua l train - Columbia College Chicago 
lllllilllllll Fill out this application Md bo lntorvlowod for oponlngt~ 
Name: ______________________________ __ Email:--------~~---== 
HomeAddrtaa: _________________________________________________________ _ 
City ______________ State ___ _ Zip _____ _ 
Home Phone:----------- can Phon.:----~------~ 
High School: ---------------~ Grade In faiJ/2007: 
Why are you lntareated In this program? [100 words or tass] 
What do you hope to gat out of this experience? (100 words or lass] 
Mall to: Youth Communication - New Expression 
Attn: Phil Costello 
at Columbia College Chicago 
619 S. Wabash Ave., YC207 
Chicago, IL 60605 
Or email: philc@youth-comm.org fax: (312) 922-715.1 or Phone: (312) 922-7150 for more Info. 
• 
College Applicants 
Wait Listed 
By: Autumn Reese 
At the start of the year, it seemed as though it may turn out to be a 
good year for students who were put on a "wait-list" for college. Now 
however, that seems to be wrong. With high school graduation just around 
the corner, many colleges are now announcing that they are accepting very 
few students from the waiting lists. According to a recent Wall Street 
journal article, top schools such as Chicago's own University of Chicago, 
Stanford University and Dartmouth College have announced that they aren't 
accepting any students from their wait lists. At the University of 
Pennsylvania, they are only admitting 25 students, down froin 45 last year. 
Even some state schools are accepting fewer wait-listed applicants. 
The schools are reporting that this decline in wait-list admittance is due 
to an underestimation of the number of students that they accepted who 
would in fact attend. 
The schools are also stating that they increased the number of wait-list 
slots, with the idea that they wouldn't have a high number of applicants, thus 
allowing them to admit more wait-listed people. This notion is proving 
wrong now, as many wait-listed applicants are left with no school to attend. 
The percentage of students who decide to attend a school after being 
admitted is referred to as a yield, and this factorization is very important to 
colleges. However, with more and more people applying to fewer schools, 
predicting the number of students who will in fact attend has become 
increasingly difficult. 
The Education Department has recently predicted that the number of 
graduating · seniors will continue to increase through 2013, which, while a 
positive thing for our country, it is most certainly a large hurdle for colleges 
to jump. 
AMTRAK takes you to 
school in ~tyle 
According to the AP,Amtrak is offering a free companion travel offer for 
college campus visits this summer, for junior o r senior high school students. If 
they are traveling by train for a college visit, the parent or guardian rides free. 
Of course, there are- certain restrictions: 
Reservations · must be made at least 7 days before traveling 
Discount not available on the Acela Express or Auto Train 
Seats are limited and subject to availability 
Blackout periods include Friday-May 28 and Aug. 31-Sept. 3 
This offer is made in conjunction with Collegia and is available for travel 
through Dec. 14, 2007. For more information, go to 
www.campusvisit.com/amtrak . 
New School Open 
in the Fall 
LaSasha Finley, an 8 th grader at Herbert Spencer School, will be one of the 
fi rst students enrolled at Austin Poyltech Manufacturing High School. This new 
school, run by the Chicago Manufacturing Renaissance Council, will open in the 
fa ll of 2007 with 145 students. · 
This school will be housed . at the former Austin High School building. Most 
of the classes will be manufacturing-focused. She along with her mother, Venus 
Finley _visited the school during an open house last fall . Both were impressed with 
the nice classrooms, library and other amenities. 
Over 23 manufacturing companies are parenting with the school to provide 
summer jobs and internships for future full-time positions in their companies. For 
more information, their web site is www.austinpolytech.com . 
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Mike Parnell's Pro Scuba Inc. is a 
full-service Nat ional Association of 
Underwater Instructors (NAUI). He is 
the only African-American certified 
Diving Pro facility in the United States. 
Mr. Parnell has 35 years of 
experience of local and international 
diving experience. He has taken 
students to many top diving sites around 
the world, such as, the Caribbean, 
Australia, Micronesia, Mexico and 
Central America, some of the Great 
lakes, and other well-established sites 
around the world. Also has trained 
divers in the Chicago Police and Fi re 
BUSINESS PROFILE 
MIKE PARNELL'S PRO SCUBA INC. 
850 N. Lake Shore Dr. Chicago, Ill. 60611 
Departments as well as several Chicago 
area health clubs. I asked Mr. Parnell a 
few questions about his business: 
What made you get into this field? 
Answer: "God put this idea into my 
heart. At the time I was in school, my 
field was Nuclear Medicine, but my 
heart wasn't in it, just my head: ' "I told 
my mother I wanted to do something 
for "fun' in my life and this was an 
childhood dream." 
What influences did you have 
growing up1 Answer: "Going to the 
library and reading up on scuba diving, 
watching television shows (e.g. Sea Hunt, 
Voyage to the bottom of the Sea) and 
other things. 
What does your students get out 
of your classes? Answer: "When I lecture 
at schools, they can see other 
alternatives that are available in their 
futures and when I bring other students 
from my classes, they can see their 
peers participating in th is fu n and 
exciting adventure.'' 
What do you get out of your 
teachings? Answer:" I get much 
e njoyment and fu lfil lment out of seeing 
that they have been exposed to a new 
opportunity that they can participate 
in." 
Where do you see yourself in five 
years? Answer: "Concentrating on the 
DivingfTravel overseas business aspect. I 
can say with pride that we have a 
"zero-incident rate" with my company 
for over 30 years. We always stress 
"Safety First" with any and all aspects of 
my classes and dives. My staff and I 
have acquired a variety of diving 
certifications and collectively logged 
several thousand dives." 
Who are the majority of your 
students? Answer: "We started with men 
students, but for the past 5 years, the 
majority has shifted to female students. 
We welcome all people; groups, couples, 
families and singles alike (as long as 
they are over the age of IS years o ld 
and have a parental presence required 
fo r minors), and is will ing to work hard, 
safe, have fun and learn something 
new, we are always open." 
For more information, please ~all 
312-34 1-DIVE (3483) or 773-4 12-3723. 
You can e-mail him at 
maparnell@aol.com . 
A scene from Free Street Theater's "Mad Joy." 
Written by 15 youth with Free Street director's Ron Bieganski and Bryn Magnus. 
Kel1 - And Everythmg IS blue hke smgmg 
the blues and you wanna get bombed and 
Keewa • Everythmg IS blue like when my 
new panues crawl ms1de my crack and I 
Mecca- Ms. CraWford I have a headache. And 
my stomach hurts real bad. Ms Crawford 
can I go to the office. Please, Ms Crawford! 
Please Hopp1- Her ];V is sw1tchmg cliannels ver~ 
fast Strolie a Stroke A husband? Stroke 
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Virginia Tech: Should We Have 
Stricter Gun Control Laws 
By Angel Heard 
Perspectives Charter 
Known as the worst 
mass shooting by a single 
person in U.S history, the 
Virginia Tech massacre has 
caused a lot of controversy. 
One major part of the 
controversy is that parents are 
becoming more worried about 
whether they should let their 
kids go to out-of-state 
collages. 
A poll on Yahoo News 
Rasmussen Reports that over 
45% of voters want stricter 
gun control laws after the V.T 
massacre . 52% of those voters 
polled were women. The 
Associated Press reported on 
their LPSOS polls that women 
were almost twice as likely to 
ask for stricter gun control 
laws than men. Most of the 
women who voted were 
mothers. 
The next part of the 
argument that is sparking 
controversy is , why are these 
mass homicides are repeatedly 
happening in our schools? 
One of the most 
controversial issues however, 
is, should the U.S government 
make stricter gun control 
laws? 
This issue has caused 
groundbreaking debates 
nationwide from Democrats 
vs. Republicans, to even pro 
and anti-gun associations. 
There are 3 main laws that 
deal with gun control in the 
U.S: The National Firearms Act 
In the U.S? 
( 1934), the Brady Handgun 
Violence Prevention Act 
( 1993), and The Gun-Free 
School Zone Act ( 1990). The 
Brady Handgun Violence Act 
regulates that there has to be 
a background check by the gun 
dealer before giving the 
fi rearm to the buyer. The Gun-
Free School Act regulates that 
there can be no procession of 
a firearm within 1,000 feet of 
a school 's campus. If these 
laws become stricter, they 
would create some good, 
some bad, and some ugly 
reactions. 
If gun control laws 
become more strict, there 
will certainly be some 
backlash. Citizens, especially 
those who treasure the 
Second Amendment, may try 
even harder to get a hold of 
firearms , and eventually find a 
loophole. That is basic reverse 
psychology! People who 
commit these crimes will 
create even more cruel ways 
to harm their victims. In a 
hostage situation, the victims 
will get hurt because they have 
no weapons to defend 
themselves. For example, if 
one of the students or 
professors had a firearm in 
the V.T incident, they would 
have been able to possibly 
defend themselves, and 
probably less people would 
have been harmed. Seung-Hui 
Cho was diagnosed with a 
mental illness, but he was still 
able to obtain several firearms . 
How was he able to obtain 
those firearms with his 
medical history? Virginia State 
law allows citizens to carry 
unlicensed weapons, which 
means that almost anyone 
could just walk around with a 
gun, with no license, and in 
general public. 
If these laws become 
tighter fewer citizens will have 
firearms and the gove rnment 
will have most of them. We 
the people should have just as 
much power as the 
government. If we are 
responsible enough to vote for 
politicians to be office, then 
we are responsible enough to 
have the right to bear arms. 
The pros· of stricter gun 
control laws are as follows: 
School campuses around the 
count ry might feel safer 
knowing that less people have 
guns. -"I think it's fair to say 
that we believe guns don't 
belong in the classroom, in an 
academic environment," said 
Virginia Tech Spokesman, 
Larry Hincker. "We believe you 
should be free from that fear." 
Hincker does have a point. 
Students shouldn't have to 
worry about a student in 
their class having a weapon, 
and if they are going to harm 
them. That would take away 
the student's sense of security 
in an academic environment. 
This could potentially cause 
students to drop out schools. 
Technically, if these laws 
become rigid, it will not be 
going against the Second 
Amendment. The cons_titution 
states "and fo r- governing such 
part of them, as may be 
employed in the service of the 
United States, reserving to 
the states respectively the 
appointment officers, and 
author ity of training the 
militia according to the 
discipline prescribed by the 
congress ." 
This means that the 
Congress is actually allowed 
to alter the laws, that they 
have the right to "discipline" 
the laws. 
By making these laws 
tighter, not just anyone would 
be able to obtain firearms . 
Tightening these laws could 
decrease homicide rates, and 
citizens will actually feel safer 
knowing that some lunatic 
doesn't have, a gun. Right now 
convicted criminals in some 
states are able to obtain guns 
without a license! So if you 
get shot by a local madman, 
you can thank your Congress 
for that. 
These are only the 
possibilities that could happen 
if these laws became more 
rigid. But whatever happens, 
teens especially, need to be 
aware of what is going on. If 
we don't want another Virginia 
Tech or Columbine incident 
then we need to take action. 
After all we could be one of 
the target in a class with a 
student who has a gun. 
By Angel Heard 
Perspectives Charter 
Did you know that 
" the leading cause of death 
for babies is premature 
birthr Or that over 
23,00 babies were born 
prematurely last year in 
Illinois, and over 500,000 
babies nationwider 
These are all of the things 
that I found out while 
participating in the March 
of Dimes Walk America. 
I also found out that 
walking a mile for this 
charity, could save the 
life of an infant. 
The March of Dimes 
is a voluntary agency that 
was set up to help the 
health of babies. It was 
founded in 1938, and ever 
since then billions of 
dollars have been raised 
for infant health. The 
March of Dimes Walk 
America is a project in 
which volunteers raise. 
money for the research 
of Infant Mortality. The 
volunteers participate in a 
walk that could vary 
from 2 to 6 miles. My 
friends and I decided to 
participate in the more 
challenging one, the 6 
mile walk in Grant Park. 
The week before the 
event, my friends Jasmyne, 
Walk America 
Brittany, Amber, 
Brittany's mom Juanita, 
and I all raised money. I 
only raised $6.00, but 
every penny counts. 
When the big day came, 
my friends and I arrived 
at Grant Park at about 
8:30 am. We turned in the 
money that each of us 
had raised. At 9:00 am 
the five of us positioned 
ourselves at the starting 
line. 
Boy what a walk it 
was! It was a hot and 
sunny day, but luckily 
there was a resting point 
at every mile. At some 
of the resting points they 
gave out radios, water, T-
shirts, hats, and mini fans. 
The first three miles 
were the easiest, as 
everybody was energized 
and eager to walk. 
There were people 
ranging of all ages from 
infants to sixty-year-olds. 
Some of the parents had 
pictures of their children 
from when they were 
premies to show how 
they look now. The walk 
went from Grant Park all 
the way down State 
Street, Michigan Avenue, 
and over the Chicago 
River heading north. 
The last three miles 
were a little bit rough. It 
was around I I :30 am 
and the sun was very 
strong. The walkers 
were around 12 th Street 
Beach and everybody, 
including the babies were 
getting tired and sweaty. 
Some of the walkers had 
to stop and take off their 
shoes around the fourth 
mile because their feet 
were hurting. The pain 
didn't stop people from 
completing the walk 
however. 
Finally, around I :00 
pm we finished the walk. 
Most of the walkers made 
it to the finish line tired, 
but everyone was proud 
of themselves. Everyone 
was happy knowing that 
they walked and raised 
money to help infant 
mortality. I asked 
Brittany what she thought 
about the walk, since this 
wasn't her first time she 
had done it. "I feel that 
walking for The March of 
Dimes is a great 
experience. IT made me 
realize that I am not the 
only one who supports 
helping the lives of 
babies. I also support 
this walk because my 
news 23 
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"' baby brother Joshua died z 
of premature birth. I 
feel that by walking I am 
honoring him and saving 
millions of other lives," 
she said. 
Other than Amber 
and myself ,Jasmyne was 
also a first timer. "I 
thought it was a fun 
experience, even though 
it was a little tough it 
was for a good cause," 
Jasmyne exclaimed. 
It was indeed for a 
good cause. .Over 
I 00,000 walkers 
participated and more 
than $2.2 million was 
raised in the 37 th annual 
March of Dimes Walk 
America. Huge 
companies such as K 
mart, FedEx, and the Blue 
Cross of Illinois also 
participated and helped 
sponsor the event. K 
mart has funded over $55 
million to the March of 
Dimes over the years. 
These results have 
allowed for so many lives 
to be saved. This walk 
was a great experience, 
and it really does ·make a 
difference. 
-. 
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Changes in the CPU 
Teachers Union 
By: Autumn Reese 
Marilyn Stewart won the election 76% to 24% over 
Deborah Lynch, for President of Chicago Public Schools 
Teachers Union just weeks after controversy over an 
announcement of the firing of over 775 non-tenured teachers 
within the CPS system. 
"Every one of those positions will be filled with another 
great teacher," CPS CEO Arne Duncan reported in a Chicago 
Sun-Times article from April 29 th . Duncan said that the 
will allow CPS to fill the positions with teachers that they feel 
are "a better match" for the schools, and for the principals. 
Duncan also added that the layoffs · are much better than last 
years I ,062. 
The controversy over this issue is that there is a feeling 
that a three-year-old policy, in which the principals have the 
right to fire probationary teachers without a hearing, gives too 
much power to the principals. Currently in the CPS system, 
there are over 7,000 teachers who are non-tenure, or 
probationary, which essentially means that they have fewer than 
four years of actual classroom experience. The current policy 
was negotiated by Lynch with the promise the Chicago Board 
of Education would put 5,000 substitute teachers on a four-
year track towards tenure. 
After her win, Stewart reported: 
"Although we have been negotiating since August, CPS has 
been holding off on discussing the major issues to await the 
outcome of my election. Now that the membership has 
spoken, it's time to get down to more serious issues and 
intensive bargaining." 
With her win by a landslide, it appears the people of 
Chicago have spoken, and shown that they want changes in the 
system. Stewart is calling for a fair pay raise for all CTU 
members, adequate health coverage, and improvements in job 
security. 
"My officers and I are committed to working towards 
these goals," stated Stewart. "We have a lot of issues to 
address in this current contract, many of w.hich are major 
issues to the members. I'm confident that we can come to an 
agreement." 
CTA; Not All the Way 
By: Lut·lene D. Brown 
Wetl~ ~ere we go ag~in: another 
"thrr:! o cutba.cl(s anCJ tare .rais.es for 
&e A. ven With the new Lhawman, on ub~rman, on bo.ard, thin!s have not anged. I can hopefully make strong cas~aJ?:ainst any type of fare c ange or 
cut c1<s. 
y typical Satuday,~arted off very 
:;low y, walting for the 3 th St. Westbound 
bus to ta.l<e n'fe to Jhe reen Lme. 30 minut~~ had pas.se unt;il a bus show~d 
up. When I arnvE;:d, and w~nt LlP to t;he ~latform to wait tor the North~ou~ rain, an ~nnounc;ern.ent ca~ over t e oud~peal<~rs: "ti:Je Brown, {.,>range, reen 
and ed Lme tra111s wer~ b~mg re~outed 
on t ~Wabash side. l..,ittle did we <now 
that there wa!!. atl ac;c1dent ne,ar t e 
Madison <1,nd Wabash st;;~.tion ~fl crane 
weighing 160,000 pound:; crashed 
througH the street, ~rnashed into a b~ildil)g and cracl<ed the foundation) and 
all tra1r'fs had to use the outer lines to 
head up north. 
So, 'we were diverted to ge~off ~the ~·brary stp and whall~ . over f"o ear orn treet an catfh t e 'ft.36 Broa w~ usJo iversey .~ve .. for~ot that._traf ic; erge etween Wa.shm,e:t ~,jlnd Ran olp ecquse 9f "Bloc,;]< , s.o we stood still or I U [l1Jnutes. BX t e t1me we 111ade It 
out of the Loop area, it was 2U minutes 
later. 
Maybe it was the fine weather we had*th~ massive a.~.unt of crohwds Ehat to..Q < advantage Qf t IS day or t e Wrrole 
C I 1 system <:I~Cide to c"ome tp a 
hQr;n,P,Iete . sta,r;w.~till, ut getting trqm point 
A bo pomt ·~ , may teSt the pat1ente of 
Job, ~~~~ 'n~tl got · 
~lark ro1eway,/Ui'Tersey, it was still aylig t a1:1 an hour and a halt (nQrmally, t rs l'5us n e take {lo r11ore tha.o 4.) 
minut~s on a good day} later .. My busine~s 
was tal<en~re of, so w~ deqded to wall< 
over trom tyer_sey tOO~hendan R~o 
catch tbe. ! -' I ~eri an Rd. south nd 
bus to M1c 1gan ve. ron_g mo~el o 
knew that we ha t;o wait tor a us for 50 
minutes? What a .iol<e-the Cl!bs/ ox, game 
wb as over ~ome t1tne ago, so 1t wasn t: 
ecaus~ ot that. 
t-inally, our bLC? stowed us and heading 
through Lincolfl .t-'ar <,we can see other 
o;;tsser'fgers. wa1tmg or the same. buses. 
'I hat tool< some trme as well. I hJrtY m!nu~es l<1,ter, we made it down ~ollth 
M1ch1gan Ave.. to our next to last 
destiflation: ~outh Watebr Street. to pick up 
the n
1
4 cottage Grove us headmg South 
to ta <e us home. 
We started at 3:00 pm and arrived 
back home at I 0:30 pm-what a joke! And 
CTA wants to cut back on serv1ces and 
raise fares? Are you kidding me? 
Money Smart is here! 
These are just two of the hundreds of free seminars being offered: 
FRIDAY, MAY 4 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••-••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-•••••• • ' '" ''' ''''''''''"'"m ••• ••••••• •••••••-·-••••-•••-·•-••••-•- •••••••••••••••• ••••••••• •••••••-••-••-•••••• 
1 :00 pm - 2:30 pm 
College Financial Aid 101 
Sponsored by: The City Colleges of Chicago, 
The Illinois Student Assistance Commission. 
Whether you are a high school student returning adult or the parent of a col-
lege-bound student it is more important than ever to understand the sources 
and types of financial aid as well as the application process. A financial aid 
professional wi ll present these topics to clear any myths and confusion students 
· have about financial aid. 
Where: Kennedy-King College, 6800 S. Wentworth Ave., Chicago, IL 60621 
Presented in: English 
Disability Access: Yes 
Contact Information: Patrick Elliott ph: 847-948-8500, pelliott@isacorg 
Target Audience: Children & Parents, Young Adults, Women, General 
Topics: Student Loans 
SATURD MAY 5 
11:00 am -12:00 pm 
Financial Planning for College 
Sponsored by: Primerica Financial Services; Chicago Public Library. 
This seminar will focus on financial decisions and cha llenges everyone faces 
concerning college expenses. Topics covered will include: Myths of College Planning, 
· Understanding the Value of College and the Reality of Paying for It and Creating a 
College Vision Statement. Attendees will receive help obta in ing the focus they need 
to achieve their goal of a college education. 
Where: Chicago Public Library, Archer Heights Branch, 
~055 S. Archer Ave., Chicago, IL 60632 
Presented in: English 
Public Transportation Accessibility: CTA 
Disability Access: Yes 
Contact Information: Stefanie Synal, Primerica Financial Services, 
' ph 630-891-0230, gss30@primerica.com 
More Information: Additional Contact: Adult Services, Chicago Public Library, 
ph 312-747-4056 
Target Audience: Women, Young Adults, Chi ldren & Parents, General 
Topics: Budgeting and Saving, General Finance Planning, Investing and Saving, 
Student Loans 
26 
..... 
0 
0 
"' 
Q) 
c: 
" 
c: 
0 
... 
... 
Q) 
.... 
0.. 
X 
UJ 
3: 
Q) 
z 
Life is more 
than a game 
By: Donnie Whitfield 
Bulls 6'1 I forward, Luol Deng, 
overcame many more obstacles than your 
average NBA player. 
When Deng was six his family left 
Sudan, Africa. His father was trying to 
keep Luol from being forced into the Civil 
· War. They went to Alexandria ,Egypt 
escape the war. Four years later they · 
moved to London, and that's when Deng 
began to shin·e as a basketball player. 
When he was 13 he played on England's 
"I S-and-under" basketball team. 
He left his family in London to 
come to America to play basketball; he 
was a 6'5 freshman at Blair Academy H.S 
in New Jersey as a sophomore he 
averaged 21 pts and I I reb a game; he led 
Blair to a 38-8 record and the "New 
jersey Maple League Prep League" title. 
When Luol came to America he had only 
two relatives here, his uncle and a brother 
who lived in Connecticut. Deng started 
to get home sick and wondered if he had 
made a mistake. After that he went back 
to Europe and played for its junior team 
at the European national tournament, he 
was selected M.V.P.As he was on his way 
back to Blair; London officials detained 
him for 21 days because they wanted to 
know why he was going back to the 
United States with a Sudanese passport. 
When he left high school he went 
to Duke. He played his freshman year then 
was later drafted by the Bulls in the 2004 
NBA draft. As a rookie he averaged 5 
rebounds and I I points a game. Coach 
Scot Skiles says "Deng is a very good 
player and he is glad that he is on his 
team". Deng says that "He thank' 
sbasketball a lot it really helped him". 
Now In his 3 rd NBA season Deng 
average 18 points and 6 rebounds a 
game. 
Jackets! 
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Sports Briefs 
The 2007 N FL Combine 
By: Christopher Beasley 
North Lawndale News 
The NFL Combine is a place where many college football stars 
display their skills to all of the NFL coaches and scouts from the league. 
It takes place in the RCA Dome in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
The first day of the combine begins with the offensive linemen and 
tight ends working out. Levi Brown, an offensive lineman from Penn State 
University, showed off his impressive footwork, drives block ability and 
bench strength. His teammate, Greg Olson, a tight end, impressed the 
scouts with his time of 4.5 I at the 40-yard dash, his 4 th place finish in 
the vertical jump and the 5 th place finish in the 3-cone drill. 
Adrian Petersen, from Oklahoma, ran a 4.40 time and tied with 
Chris Henry from Arizona. The number one wide-out draft choice, 
Calvin johnson ran a 4.35 time. The Notre Dame quarterback, Brady 
Quinn, showed off his strength by lifting 225 pounds 41 times, while Troy 
Smith, from USC, threw the football 58.5mph. However, the worst 
showings at the combine were made by quarterback Drew Stanton and 
wide receiver Courtney Taylor. 
From: NE Staff 
According to the New York Post, Stephan Marbury, the New York 
Knicks guard, will be appearing on "The Oprah W infrey Show. He will be 
taping a 12-minute segment on his $14.98 Starbury sneakers. He said," 
I'm really excited. Being able to do (Oprah's) show, we'll be able to 
convey to the whole country the message we're trying to convey:• 
Foundation to makes a 
difference on Bay Area Youths 
According to the PRNewswire, the Relentless Foundation has 
answered the call to respond to economic and social issues plaguing 
young football players on and off the field. Formed by several Bay Area 
retired NFL players, this organization will be coached by volunteers to 
empower Bay Area youths with greater success both on and off the field. 
CEO and founder, Alex Bernstein, who .was a former free agent 
from Amherst College, and played in the NFL for 4 seasons said, " These 
kids are the leaders of their teams, their schools and their communities. 
They rarely get to hear the perspective of men who have been in their 
cleats. By building a bridge for these young players to connect directly 
with retired pro players, we hope to improve their football careers, their 
personal lives and the game of football." 
He also said," The social issues that both the NCAA and NFL are 
facing are not going to be solved by stronger punishments alone. The 
issues that Roger Godell (NFL Commissioner) is trying to solve with 
suspensions and tougher penalties only address the symptoms of a much 
larger problem. We are proactively trying to solve that problem by 
working with youth players to provide them with football and life skills 
before they are consumed by the college and pro football systems." 
The first camp will be held on July 22 at the Bladium in Oakland, 
CA. for at least I 00 of the top area high school football players. This 
programs hopes to expand nat ionwide by 2008 by adding on more 
resources and staff. President of the Relentless Foundation, Carl Hansen, 
a former NFL player says, " Sharing the on and off the field experiences 
we've all had as a professional athletes, we hope to give the pro players 
of tomorrow access to game changing skills, training tips, and information 
we didn't have. We are optimistic that we can make a difference for a lot 
of kids football careers." 
